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Alpha Omega Academy Welcomes New Teachers
-Daniel S.

The AOA family is also happy to
congratulate several teachers on their
marriages over the summer. Those
teachers include Ms. Michele Westenberg in the English department,
formerly Ms. Matthies, school counselor Mrs. Adree Steventon, formerly
Ms. Borho, and history teacher Mrs.
Jackie McCartan, formerly Ms. Harbach.

Alpha Omega Academy’s teaching staff
is changing and expanding. New teachers were added for the 2015-2016 school
year.
The English department welcomes Ms.
Caroline Clare and Mrs. Megan Cottam.
The Science department welcomes Ms.
Julia Ellis, Ms. Lauren Strand, and Mrs.
Tracy Oleson. Ms. Jessica Laverne has
been added to teach business. The Spanish department welcomes Ms. Maria
Hellard. Finally, the History department
welcomes Mr. Andrew Godsey, and the
Math department welcomes Mr. Calvin
Wetzel.

Illustration: LostGirl

On a different note, AOA is sad to
see Mrs. Marcia Essman, Mrs. Sarah
Schultz, Mrs. Kathy Gonzalez, and
Mrs. Veronica Acosta leave the AOA
family. On behalf of the students and
teachers, we greatly appreciate the
help they have given to us students
throughout their stay here.

Blue Umbrella Hosts Welcome Meet
-Abigail Q.

The Blue Umbrella staff hosted the online Welcome Meet
Illustration: LostGirl | EvamiRyos

for new students last September 15.
The highlights of the meeting included a welcome speech
by the principal, Mr.Bakker, introduction of AOA teachers Señor Gesch and Madame Klimes, trivia questions, a
duet by Christine H. and Abigail Q., a song remix by
Christopher P., a video of original study tips by some
AOA students, and awarding of prizes for the winners of
the trivia.
Forty students including teachers and The Blue Umbrella
staff attended the meeting.
The activity was emceed by Rose K.
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AOA Adopts New Start Date Policy
~ Rose K.

This

year, Alpha Omega Academy
has kicked off with a new start date
policy. No longer are students beginning their school year on any random
day, but they are all starting on a designated Monday of the month.
Because of the new policy, the teachers of AOA are able to keep track of
student progress, monitor learning,
and better coordinate online classrooms. Students can communicate
more with other members of their
class and receive direct help from
teachers, according to AOA Principal
Joe Bakker.

Teachers are able to arrange a more
unified class setup, and students will
be on the same page as their teacher.
Both will be able to collaborate at a
larger level, and share a similar schedule that is more compatible with the
students and teachers.
This is the first year of the new start
date policy. In previous years, there
have been jumbled situations that
could possibly have been avoided if
there had been more established start
dates. With so many students and
teachers, it is better to have an organized time to begin.

This start date policy lets new families have the best experience possible
while attending AOA in terms of
communications so AOA can improve and increase the frequency of
communications for student success.
Bakker pointed out, “This start date
policy is one of the beginning steps in
allowing us to move forward as a
school so we can work together in
groups and collaborate between students and teachers.”

Editorial *** Opinion

~Abigail Q.

migrants. How can people
from civilized and Christian
nations treat today's refugees
less than human?

For most of us, the reward of goal com-

As I turn my thoughts, new pens, and

pletion can be possession of a new item
or the satisfying feeling of accomplishment. For other people, it can mean life;
failure can mean death. Such was the
case of Aylan Kurdi's family and the
thousands of refugees from the Middle
East and Africa, seeking asylum in Europe.
The three-year-old Aylan's body was
swept to the shore of a resort town after
his family's boat capsized while Europe
debated over quota for migrants and refugees. And " humanity drowned" as men
from civilized nations put barricades to
these people's goal--survival.
Jesus and his family were once refugees.
Abraham of the Old Testament including
many other characters of the Bible were

With goals reevaluated, I made my
new school year resolutions. "I will
volunteer at a children's hospital. I
will help distribute food to the homeless. I'll share the gospel to others. I
will pray for the refugees and migrants. I will convince my family to
send help to proven organizations that
help refugees and migrants in Europe.
I will do my best to learn this school
year." So goes the list.
But wait. Are we not all "refugees" too
in a way? We seek refuge from our
mundane activities as we swim against
the currents of boredom, pain, conflict, and other crises.

pencils to the new school year, I couldn't help but think of my own goals. My
goals are dwarfed by the goals of others who welcome these refugees to
their country even when it means inconvenience, risk, and even sacrifice.

May we find friendly and unprejudiced shores in our time of crisis. May
we find friendship in people whose
goal is love -- the ones who will welcome us without barricades and
barbed-wires in the borders of their
hearts.
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Glory

~ Salome G.

In the age of so-

cial media, youth
have never had a louder voice. Every
day, attention is called to subjects by
the sheer force of tweeting, reposting,
and commenting on the internet. Nothing can go unseen when at any moment
a person may pull out a phone and the
video quickly goes viral. While the ease
at which public opinion can be heard is
a welcome change to a day when a
small group of people wouldn’t even be
acknowledged, there is still a fatal draw
back; discretion is very lacking.
In the song ‘Glory’ by John Legend and
Common, I was struck by the line “It
takes the wisdom of the elders, and
young people’s energy”. While we are

Most of you already know

quick to bring a problem to light,
finding a solution is seldom done.
Youth are quick to ignore the generations before them, in much the
same way those generations discount youth opinions because of
their lack of experience. The cooperation of both is needed to bring
the attention and the solution together.
Youth can learn that no problem
can be solved by a hashtag, yet elders can learn that a hashtag can be
a start. Many people who would
never know of a subject now have
that at their fingertips. Silence is no
longer an option, but blunt force
cannot be the only way change is
made. “No one can win the war
individually.” Perhaps through
communication, patience, and
courage, everyone can change the
world.

The Confederate Flag and Christianity

about the controversy surrounding the Confederate Battle Flag
that occurred over summer break.
During the midst of this controversy,
there was a large public outcry to take
down and even ban the flag because it
was deemed as a divisive symbol.
This makes me worry.

words written by men over 200 years
ago. Without a majority of the United
States public believing in and standing up for these values, these words can
be modified or even discarded. It has
been done before with the United
States Senate(17th), and can be done
If something can be made illegal be- again if we do not stand up for these
cause it is divisive, what chance does values and convinces others to do the
the Bible or Christianity have? The same.
Bible is probably one of the most, if
not most divisive book in the history
of mankind.

We as Christians must stand up
for the rights of others as well as
ourselves even if we do not always agree with them, because
if we don't we risk losing everything that this country was
founded on.
- Lane O.

Jesus himself said “Suppose ye that I
am come to give peace on earth? I tell
you, Nay; but rather division:” (KJV
Luke 12:51). I fear that in this increasingly politically correct America that
the Bible will soon be under scrutiny
for this fact.
You might think that the United States
Constitution would prevent this from
happening, but the Constitution is just

3
Illustration: LostGirl

Methods For Studying Math - Nathan M.
Math. It's a subject most people learn

matter what. My best advice is to
plan ahead and arrange for a quiet
place to study, and possibly even
have your own “study room”
where nobody is to disturb you

to hate at some point in their school
life. Nowadays it's almost a synonym
for boredom, drudgery, a waste of a
student's time. But why so? If we can
“learn” to hate it, can we learn to enjoy 2) No multitasking! After years of
and appreciate it, too? Perhaps we are trying, I've finally discovered one
studying it the wrong way, or perhaps thing about multitasking: you eiour perspective is slightly off. Is there ther divert your attention to one
any other way for studying for math task and do well in it, or invest
then cramming for hours on the night your attention in more than one
before the exam, but then forget every- activity, and don't do well in any of
thing you've learned once you're out of them. It's kind of like the jack-ofschool? I'm here to propose alternative, all-trades, but for time and attenhealthy, and working solutions to tion, not talents. My best advice is
properly studying and learning math, to not get into situations where
you'll be tempted to multitask, like
exam or not.
sitting near a television screen
1) Find a quiet place to study! OK, so while studying trigonometry. It just
I've broken this rule a number of doesn't work too well.
times, too many times, in fact, to
count. Being a homeschooler, you 3) Set aside concrete blocks of time.
don't always have the purported I'm not saying spend ten 10-minute
claim that you can study anywhere, study sessions over the period of
perhaps a week or two. I'm talking
anytime, anyplace. Sometimes,
you're stuck in a house full of noisy about setting aside a decent, conteenagers partying late at night, and crete amount of time that will alyou can't seem to concentrate no low for the material to soak in and

stay in. It is best to schedule one
or two blocks of time rather than
many small blocks of time.
4) Visualize and find concrete, reallife examples. Your math teacher
is right; you will use math pretty
much every day for the rest of
your life, in some form or the other. I will admit, you might not use
the Pythagorean Theorem for
cooking meals, but being able to
visualize and find concrete examples for the math work you are
doing is helpful, not only in helping keep interest by moving from
the purely abstract to the concrete,
but also in seeing how math is
performed and used in everyday,
real-life situations.
There you have it, four tips that can
greatly enhance your ability to learn
math, or pretty much any subject.
Though you may not be able to do
advanced algebra mentally, math is an
important part of learning and learning how to learn it is well worth the
time and effort.

Foreign Language Corner

«<<Le succ«s n’est pas
la cl« du bonheur.
Le bonheaur n’est pas
la cl« du succ«s.
Si tu aimes ce que tu fais,
tu r«ussiras«>>
– Unknown

“
”
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Ignite

“Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with
reverence and awe; for our God is a
consuming fire
(Hebrews 12: 29, NASB).”

- Rose

K.

bond, which means that the merging of each atom has created a new
Helium atom, which then changes
in an incandescent way. The new
glowing atom has greater gravity
and attracts even more atoms in the
cloud, fusing and merging together
over time into a great big fiery-hot
ball.

A cloud of billions upon billions of

We call them stars.

single hydrogen atoms may seem
pointless, confusingly jumbled into no
seemingly particular pattern, just a
blob of loose particles floating randomly. But, if you watch closely, the
atoms seem to be moving. Accumulating ever-so-slowly, these simplistic
atoms composed of only one electron
and one proton are in for a huge surprise. As time tarries on, the elements
will come closer together, driven invisibly by the unseen force of gravity.
Great amounts of pressure will occur,
simply because the peppered gravity
from each particle is drawing the atom
nearest to them closer and closer,
eventually resulting in a miraculous
bond. This bond is a fusion “Ignition”

Much like the birth of a star, we
humans don’t all start off together.
Through life, we make friends to
those who we spend time with, and
grow closer and closer to those
who we love. But, for a true bond
to occur, for a true relationship and
fusing together of friends to be created, a greater force must draw two
people; God’s love. The result of
the bonding is a greater effect on
the others around us, who are
drawn in by the glow of Christ’s
joy and peace in us, found nowhere
else but in that white-hot holy pressure, the irresistible gravity of the

Creator’s perfect friendship which
we can offer others around us. On
our own, we could never ignite, for
by ourselves we are like useless
atoms floating around in space. But
under the pressure of the Most
High, Star-breathing God, relationships are made that bring glory to
Him by attracting others in our day
by the glow that is sustained by a
powerful beauty that could never
come from us.
This school year, we need to draw
close to God first, being set on fire
and changed into a whole new person by the power of His allconsuming love, so we can better
love those around us. The Creator
of the stars wants to fuse a friendship with you, one that will ignite
and shine your whole life through.
Be consumed, and Ignite.

5

Goal Setting from a Biblical Perspective
“Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on
your own understanding; in
all your ways acknowledge
him, and he will make your
paths straight.” Proverbs 3:56 NIV

In the midst of the hustle and
bustle brought on by the start
of a new school year, it is vital
to stop and take a moment to
get organized and set specific
goals to achieve throughout

the year. It is even more crucial
to set goals in a manner that is
pleasing to God. Setting goals
and making plans for several
months down the road may seem
like a daunting task. Fear not! It
is a surprisingly simple endeavor; take a deep breath and follow
my lead.
Proverbs 3:5 commands us to
trust in God above our own understanding. This means that we
must humble ourselves and realize our own limitations. Since

we cannot foresee the future
and predict every event in our
lives, our plans may be incomplete and flawed, but do not let
that worry you. This fact
should be motive to abandon
planning and goal setting altogether. Instead, it should be a
reminder to be flexible with
our plans and willing to adapt
to unexpected circumstances.

achieve them. However,
when we remember to put
God first, we remember that
He is our constant companion through both the smooth
cruising and the bumpy riding.

Set goals; be specific; work
arduously to accomplish your
goals. Before tackling the
task of setting goals, remember to trust in God and to put
Him first. He will guide you
The subsequent verse, Provand keep you along all of the
erbs 3:6, tells us to put God
amazing
adventures
up
first and he will straighten our
ahead!
paths. Do not take this to mean
that we should sit back, relax,
and let God do all of the work.
-Shelby D.
We still have the responsibility
to set goals and work hard to

Electronic Calendars and Goal Tracking
- Nathan M.
Nowadays,

people seem to use
computers and electronics to do
everything, from reading books, to
paying bills, to finding out that obscure fact that you can only remember by association (think search engines). There are even programs
that replace that familiar 12-month
calendar that Mother used to help
track appointments, birthdays, and
important dates. Calendars are not
just for remembering dates, though.
They can be very helpful in tracking
your progress on a specific goal you
had in mind.
Let's say you had a goal to
exercise more, to become more
physically fit. Now, most of us know
already that we are not to keep on
exercising the same muscle groups
day after day without breaks, but
rather to alternate between muscle
groups and get a little rest in between. Calculating it all out, you
want to exercise your upper core of

Mondays, take a day of rest, do cardio-respiratory exercise on Wednesdays, take another day of rest, then
exercise other muscle groups with
rest. You could mark these all down
by the classic graphic-and-cellulose
method (pen and paper), but with
new technology, you can be able to
use such programs as Rainlendar,
iCal, Google Calendar, and others to
do that. Some programs even allow
you to repeat certain tasks on certain days for a specified period of
time, your period of time for your
goal.
Goal tracking can be used not
just for tracking exercise habits, but
also for academics. With the
Switched-On Schoolhouse® software, you can set a goal with its
built-in calendar system to start
your school year and finish it on
such and such a day, and account for
holidays or vacations you had in
mind, too. It is more than just a
mere calendar, and can even allow
for extending of school years for

whatever reason. It is very flexible, and though flexibility can be
abused sometimes, I for one, as a
user of the software, believe it is
a very effective tool for helping
students achieve their academic
goals despite busy schedules and
whatnot. These aforementioned
electronic calendars can and
have been used to help motivate
and track progress in reaching
goals, with much flexibility, better than sitting down and manually writing down a bunch of
dates which would need much
manual erasure to achieve the
flexibility of their electronic
counterparts.
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Meet some of our awesome staff members!
Hello there! My name is Christine H., and I'm one of the illustrators on
the Artist's Convergence! I'm 16 years old and I'm from the state of
Maine.
I've been with AOA for about three or so years now. My favorite hobbies
are drawing, writing, cosplaying and music.
In general, my favorite subjects are Art and History, but in terms of
AOA's courses, it would be French.

Christine
I am Rose K. (Aka Minty, LostGirl, Rosebud, but never Rosebuddy)
I am from Rock Springs, Wyoming. In the Blue Umbrella, I work alongside the (mentally insane XD) Artist's Convergence, but also write something here and there. I hate spiders like an abomination, and love people to
death.
I like to draw, write, play drums, piano, and violin. I love English, but
French is my second favorite subject. (Or was it Brit Lit).
But most of all, I love God.

Rose
Where are you from: Massachusetts
Position: ...I don't know… (Feature Writer)
About me: I spend most of my time training for Irish Dance, which I've
been doing competitively for 10 years. Aside from dance, I love reading, writing, listening to music and playing video games.
Favorite Subject: American History

Salomé
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My name is Shelby D. I am originally from Memphis, TN, but I currently live
in Brazil. I am a "newbie" Blue Umbrella staff member; in this edition I am
the author of our Bible Section article and in future editions I may compose
more articles as well as proofread and edit others' articles.
I am a missionary kid and have been since I was six years old. I have a heart
for missions, children's ministries, and women's ministries. I love to learn new
ways to make things through DIY projects and recycling. I became an AOA
student during my freshman year of high school because I need an American
high school education to more easily get into an American college.
My favorite subjects in AOA are Spanish (which, sadly, I completed over a
year ago), Geometry, and Foundations for Living.

Shelby

Christopher Michael P. I am from the Philippines and I am a photographer in the BU. I've been in AOA for almost 6 months, and my favorite
subjects are Math, Science, LA, and History.
I am 14 years old, I love to play sports, Dj, and having fun :D. My main
hobbies are making remixes, and photography.
Photograph + Remixes = Life.

Christopher

Greetings Mortals, I'm Carissa Faith N. I'm Singaporean. My position in
the BU is an illustrator.
Well, I'm 13 and I've been an AOA student for 1 and 1/2 grades. I enjoy the
hobbies of: Playing Guitars, Drawing, Painting, Dancing, and Singing like
a choir of dying hippos.
My favorite subjects in AOA are Bible and History.

Carissa
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Come and join the Blue Umbrella Collective!
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(AOA Student Center)
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Loudspeaker

Q: Goals and Aspirations for the new school year?
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In answer to your question my goals and aspirations for the
(new) school year are: 1) to pass the 2nd semester of algebra, 2)
to learn lots and 3) to honor God through it all!

- Nicki G.
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- Carissa N
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~ Kimberly R.

back to God, and give Him the glory for His wonderful works in
my life and the realm of knowledge, not just seeing Him in His Holy
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Word, but also knowing where to find His invisible face and fingers in
the wonderful everyday world.

~ Rose K (LostGirl)
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1) Christopher P.
2) Carissa N.
3) Alicia M.
4) Christopher P.
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Alumni Interview: Ms. Kershaw
- Nathan M.

In interviewing an AOA alumni, Candi C.
Kershaw, RHD, about goals and accomplishing tasks, I have to admit her answers
were deep and thoughtful, and good advice
for both young and old. Even though she
graduated all the way back when AOA
wasn't the online accredited academy it is
now, there are some things that can help
people become successful and accomplish
much in their lifetimes that do not change
despite
growing
technology
and
knowledge. The transcript is as follows:
NATHAN: Would you describe yourself
as a goal-oriented person? Why or why
not?
MS. KERSHAW: I consider myself to be
very goal oriented right down to day to
day goals. I have large long term goals in
my life and daily short term goals as well.
NATHAN: Do you believe goals are helpful to you personally? If so, in what ways?
MS. KERSHAW: I feel that goals help to
motivate and inspire ourselves to improve,
mature, and grow in life. In each aspect of
our lives (be it relationships, household,
work, and so on) we need goals and aspirations or we cease to thrive as adults. Without them we become stagnant and only
coast through life and begin to lose value
of our actions and our worth. Every time
we accomplish even a small goal, it's like a
mental pat on the back encouraging us to
push onward.

NATHAN: What would you consider to
be your largest accomplishment, of
which you are most proud of? How did
you attain such a feat?
MS. KERSHAW: One of my largest
accomplishments would be my college
education. No one in my direct family
had a graduation from college and this
was not an expectation that I grew up
with so there was little support and direction from my family in how to go
about this. Being home-schooled, I was
able to complete my high school education ahead of schedule. Being a single
mother, it was very difficult to stay focused. I learned that being time structured and organized helped me very
much through the daily obstacles of parenting and being a student. Being a single parent could have been seen by some
as a burden but instead was my biggest
motivation. I knew I needed my education to be able to care and provide for
her as I felt she needed. I believe it's all
about how we look at our obstacles in
life that help or hurt us. Change your
perspective and create a positive motivation.
NATHAN: What would you say is the
difference between a ridiculous dream
and a difficult but possibly attainable
goal?
MS. KERSHAW: There are few things
in life that I would consider to be outrageous and unreachable dreams. If you
can study up and set down a specific

Have You Considered this Goal?-

plan and a strategy at how to go about
reaching this, it's a goal not just a dream.
Planning and strategy make all the difference. Sometimes there may be a mid
course change in the plan but staying on
focus and persevering you can accomplish
more that what you think possible.
NATHAN: Many historians believe that
one of the reasons Rome fell was because
it lost sight of a vision, a dream, a goal.
What are your concerns for America at its
present state? Do you believe we are passing the fiery flame of liberty from generation to generation or does it seem it die
out from lack of direction and purpose?
MS. KERSHAW: As for our country, I
am very concerned about our current state
and our future. I do feel that we have been
and continue to lose focus of our original
direction and purpose. The more we lose
our faith in God as guidance in our decisions, the more we will continue to fail.
NATHAN: Do you have any specific advice to young kids and teens about setting
goals and accomplishing tasks?
MS. KERSHAW: My advice for our
youth and the next generation would be to
limit your personal influence by media.
Do not let them guild your judgment and
your personal decisions. Follow your own
heart, your faith, and stay personally motivated. Remember planning and strategizing make all the difference in attaining
whatever goals you may have. Change
your perspective about any obstacle to
create positive motivation!

Alicia M.

Goals can be typically thought of as plans to reach farther, do better, or accomplish something greater. Sometimes it may seem as if goals are just motivation
pushed on top of a surviving life. One might feel that if they are not continually
finding more to add to their checklist, they have missed the mark in goals.
However, consider this as a goal: living. Taking a breath and enjoying life. Looking around and seeing the amazing creation of God. Giving thanks for the small
moments in life. Finding value in each day as it is, for treasuring life is a goal in
itself. As the saying goes, "live life as if every day were your last."

“Keep your heart with all vigilance,
for from it flow the springs of life “
-Proverbs 4:23
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